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Durga Pujo, the eponymous Bengali
festival, has travelled all over the world with
Bengalis.

It has been rumoured that “Whenever 3
Bengalis meet at a place, a Durga Pujo can be
organised, if 4 meet, there can even be 2!”
But Durga Pujo in Europe is far from a rumour.
It is an absolute, unwavering truth.

An event that even the most anglicized or
Europeanised of Bengalis look forward to since
the beginning of the year, same way they did
back in Bengal; when they looked for the Red
marked Puja days in the new year’s calendar.
But a mere gauging of the number of vacation
days one must take during this time is not
sufficient.

Unlike West Bengal, where every “Para”
(Street/group of streets) has a “Sangha” (Club)
which will inadvertently aim (and mostly
succeed) to organise a Pujo, the choices in
European countries are limited and far
between.

In Dusseldorf, the NRW Capital, Durga Pujo is
a grand affair. What little it lacks in logistics
and thematizations, it makes up through an
unprecedented zeal and fervour, which is
mirrored in each and every individual
associated with this Pujo! A full 5 days of Pujo
rituals by our specially flown in Thakurmoshai,
a plethora of Cultural programs assimilated by
the super talented people; and to round it all
off, delectable food throughout the day.

icchedand

DURGA PUJO - THE ICCHE WAY

One almost doesn’t miss the “Pujo back home™!
Cut to this year, the scene is quite different.
Amidst all the regulations imposed by the
government and the fear of the dreaded virus
looming over us, Durga Pujo in Dusseldorf is
all but a reminiscence of what it is supposed to
be. But the most deplorable of situations have
given rise to the most brilliant of beginnings.
ICCHE is our beginning. An endeavour to
celebrate life along with its many nuances.
ICCHE brings to you a unique way to enjoy the
pujo in an Online setting this year. Along with it
is our digital magazine, Icchedana which gives
you a chance to witness the wonderful talent
on display.

And it doesn’t stop at Durga Pujo. Our aim is to
honour the myriad of cultures in India with their
own set of customs and to provide a platform to
the multi-talented Indian diaspora in and
around Dusseldorf. So, keep watching our
social media handles and our website to
acquaint yourself with more upcoming events,
meet ups when possible, and in general, build
a strong community that stays together and
prospers. Till then, “Subho Saradiya!”

“Kache Thakun, Pashe Thakun!”

Words by Suprakash Pal
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"Serenity"-Nisha Grover
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A LETTER TO CORONA

Dear Corona,

You are known to almost all present in
this universe! And why not! Because
irrespective of caste,creed or gender all
have experienced your presence in our
lives in some other way. When a total
Lockdown was imposed by the Govern-
ment due to your silent entry,many felt
happy because of the unexpected break
given by you from their otherwise
breakless routine. Social Media was
flooded with joyful images of family
times in different ways.Some sites
showed exhibits of art forms like poems,
stories,sketches while some displayed
delicious homemade cuisines.All in all it
seemed like a never ending Family
Reunion.Your arrival on a pandemic level
on one side was the culprit of many things
like taking away jobs,forced migration,loss
of beloved people, sufferings due to the
infection on one side.

You became the main cause of bringing
'unpredicted hours of togetherness’ for
members of the same family.Increase in
lockdown led to increased stay of these
members and this in turn gave thought
provoking effects on various relationship.
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A working couple got the opportunity to spend
Quality time which it had always longed
for.The head of the family and still the only
bread earner in many Indian families who
used to be busy shouldering financial
responsibilities got a chance to enter his
Children's world.It's indeed true Corona,that
you are the Originator of a New Normal.This
world may not be easy for all due to the
irreparable losses given by you.But one thing
you have enabled us to discover is the fact of
our own Relationships.We have realised that
growth of communication gap in any relation
which was actually born during normal world
remains in our hands in the new normal.Days
will pass by,World will soon regain its earlier
space but your arrival and presence will stay
with us and will be registered with all
references in the pages of history for future
generations to study and be well prepared.But
some unsaid feelings,emotions and unrelieved
memories behind the scene all because of you
will be registered in the minds of people who
witnessed YOU.

- Anuradha Ghosh
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BE PROUD TO BE
WOMAN

Yes,woman you are,
And you too can go far.
Weak you are not,
Allow not to rot,

Nothing do you lack,
Let not others suck,
Own potential you have, |
Paths of glory you can pave:=™
Nothing to hide,

Nothing to fear

You came alone,

so whom do you care?
Live on your dreams -
Let your success gleams;
You do differ,

Just like men are.

Be your own identity.
Worship yourself as your deity.
Love to live and love your soul,
Make a start and reach your goal.

- illustration by
- SARMISTHA PAL ESHIKA KESHAR
N )
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TRANSPORT - UMZUG
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. Customer-oriented
Services

365 days

599) Availability
!d Multi-lingual Staff

MOVING | ASSEMBLY | TRANSPORTATION | CLEANING

R.K.V. TRANSPORT & UMZUG SERVIGE

since 1994

relax, were just a call away
W 0171-4739993
N4 rkv-umzug@gmx.de

&) rkv-transport-umzug.de
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D0OSHO BHUJA - MAA DURGA
-Vaishali Choudhury, 11yrs

\ Do you know why Maa Durga is also called "Dosho Bhuja"?
Maybe you know, because she has 10 arms. Do you know why
she has 10 arms, not 11/12 or even 8/9?
Durga was created to destroy the evil demon Mahishasura. The
ten arms of Durga symbolize that she protects us from all
directions, known as the eight corners, the sky and earth. The ten
hands of Durga hold in them a conch, discus, lotus, sword, bow
and arrow, trishul, mace, thunderbolt, snake and flame.
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Our Budding Artists! =
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Shaborni Baluja

SHABORNI WRITES:

On a chilly dreary Autumn morning,l was walking on an unknown street of a relatively
new country. But suddenly my heart leapt with joy. For | saw these flowers which, for a
moment, made me feel home again! The Kash Phool has always been an indicator that
you are coming, Maa. When | saw these flowers today similar to the Kash Phool, | saw
you too. | realized that geography doesn't matter, for you are forever in my heart and
my soul.l know that no matter how chaotic our life or the world might be right now, but
there will be a time when you will make it alright for all of us again. "Even in the midst
of life's many storms, my faith keeps me still - Unknown"
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ME
-Ditti Ranjan

‘ My lord, dear my lord
My heart is eagerly waiting, my lord
Where is my dear dream boy?

Whose looks are intoxicating
Whose touch makes me shiver
Whose talks mesmerize...

Me

Who is loyal to the world
Who is loyal to himself
Who is loyal to...

Me

Who fights for what he wants
Who fights for what he deserves
Who fights for....

Me

Who walks with me, hand in hand
Through every sorrow and joy

Till my last breathe, who loves...
Me

Lord,

Tell me, will | recognize him?
Tell me, will he recognize...
Me?
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THANK YOU FOR BEING
A PART OF ICCHE

lcche is a platform to let
the world know about the
wishes and desires of our
club- our thoughts and
regarding  the
inclusion and bonding of

visions

the Indian Diaspora living
in Germany. We wish to

achieve this

celebrating  the

cultural and

events that embellish the
rich fabric of our Indian

heritage.

Maha Shasti
Ghot Sthapan
Cultural Program

Shasti pujo & Bodhon
Online Pushpanjali

Online Arati

Maha Saptami
Kolabou snan
Saptami Pujo

Online Pushpanjali
Cultural Program
Online Arati

Maha Ashtami
Ashtami Pujo
Online Pushpanjali
Sandhi Pujo
Online Pushpanjali
Live Pushpanjali
Pujo Adda

Live Cultural Program

Online Arati

through
various
religious

22 Oct 2020, Thu
11.00

16.00 - 18.00
18.00 - 18.30
18.30

19.00

23 Oct 2020, Fril. ‘W
10.00 =

@
10.30 &I

11.30 ||
16.00 - 18.00 Ci
18.00 =

24 Oct 2020, Saf @
10.00 =
10.30
11.00
11.30
14.30
16.00 - 16.50
17.00 - 18.00
18.00

.........

Maha Nabami
Nabami Pujo

Online Pushpanjali
Live Pushpanjali

Pujo Adda

Live Cultural Program
Online Arati

Bijoya Dashami
») Dashami Pujo
[ Online Pushpanjali

.)lee Cultural Program
rjdive Bijoya Subhechha

*The schedule is subject to change and depends on the current circumstances.
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25 Oct 2020, Sun

11.00
12.00 - 13.00
14.30
16.00 - 16.50
17.00 - 18.00
18.00

26 Oct 2020, Mon ¢

10.00
10.30
16.00 - 18.00
18.00
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